84          SECOND   SILESIAN  WAR    [BOOK XV.
{ijth March-nth May 1745
rugged heart of him,—sorrow, and still better things,— which he does not wear on his sleeve. Here is an incident I never can forget;—dating twelve or thirteen years ago-(as is computable), ' middle of July 1732.'
'Louisa, Leopold's eldest Daughter, Wife of Victor Leopold, reigning Prince of Anhalt-Bernburg, lay dying of a decline.' Still only twenty-three, poor Lady, though married seven years ago;—the end now evidently drawing nigh. 'A few days before her death,—perhaps some attendant sorrowfully asking, " Can we do nothing, then ? "—-she was heard to say, " If I could see my Father at the head of his Regiment, yet once !" '—Halle, where the Regiment lies, is some thirty or more miles off; and King Friedrich Wilhelm, I suppose, would have to be written to:—Leopold was ready the soonest possible; and, 'at a set hour, marched, in all pomp, with banner flying, music playing, into the Schhss-hof (Palace Court) of Bernburg ; and did the due salutations and manceuvrings,—his poor Daughter sitting at her window, till they ended';—figure them, the last glitter of those muskets, the last wail of that band-music !—'The Regiment was then marched to the Waisen-haus (Orphan-house), where the common men were treated with bread and beer ; all the Officers dining at the Prince's Table. All the Officers, except Leopold alone, who stole away out of the crowd ; sat himself
upon the balustrade of the Saale Bridge, and wept into the river."'-------
Leopold is now on the edge of seventy; ready to think all is finished with him. Perhaps not quite, my tough old friend ; recover yourself a little, and we shall see !
Old Leopold is hardly home at Dessau, when new Pandour tempests, tides of ravaging War, again come beating against the Giant Mountains, pouring through all passes; from utmost Jablunka, westward by Jagerndorf to Glat/, huge influx of wild riding hordes, each with some support of Austrian grenadiers, cannoniers; threatening to submerge Silesia. Precursors, Friedrich need not doubt, of a strenuous regular attempt that way. Hungarian Majesty's fixed intention, hope and determination is, To expel him straightway from Silesia. Her Patent circulates, these three months; calling on all men to take note of that fixed fact, especially on all Silesian men to note it well, and shift their allegiance 1 Ltbtn (i2mo; not Rannffs, but Anonymous like his), p. 234 ».